
V
o

l
u

m
e

 1
1

 •
N

u
m

b
e

r
 2

•
f

a
l

l
 2

0
1

0

alumni magazine

Nursing alumna Janessa 
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in caring for infants in crisis.  
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WordThe First

nothing makes a person more uncomfortable
than a conversation about money—except perhaps when the discussion 
turns to giving. I was reminded of this reality very quickly when I assumed 
the presidency, as the job demands an intense involvement in fundraising 
efforts. 

The work of securing private dollars has never been more crucial, as 
the University’s state funds continue to steadily decline and now account 
for less than 23 percent of our total annual budget. 

This significant shift in funding from yesteryear has generated many 
administrative discussions about the challenges that must be overcome for 
our stellar academic programs to be maintained. And yet the angst caused 
by dwindling dollars has been minimized by the exciting possibilities for 
new partnerships with people who care about this institution.

In the six years I’ve been privileged to lead this institution, I’ve realized 
that making others aware of the myriad ways they can become involved as 
a donor is an equal opportunity scenario. 

I have the thrill of sharing the areas of excellence found across the 
University that make Illinois State an institution of choice for the best high 
school graduates in the nation. Donors in turn have the opportunity to 
invest in something that is meaningful to them, and to use their resources 
to have a profound impact on others. 

Giving is a source of joy that I have witnessed on numerous occasions 
as donors step forward to support a program, advance a research project, 
or help a student afford a semester. Donations of all amounts make a sig-
nificant impact when combined. For example, the University brought in 
more than $13.25 million in gifts in FY2010, with members of the campus 
community contributing $907,896.

These statistics confirm that despite tough economic times, people 
who care about Illinois State continue to make the University a priority. 
You’ll read about some of these individuals in this issue of Illinois State, 
which includes the Foundation Annual Report.

I’m excited to share with you this update, which has typically been 
sent as a separate document to just our donors. Please take a moment 
to examine the statistics and understand the impact of ongoing private 
financial support. Then read the stories of donors who know firsthand 
the satisfaction that comes in advancing Illinois State’s mission to gladly 
learn and teach.

Al Bowman
President, Illinois State University



Nursing in the NICU
It takes a special combination of skill and compassion to meet the 

medical needs of patients in a neonatal intensive care unit. Mennonite 

College of Nursing graduate Janessa (Stimpert) Jenkins ’06 excels with 

both as she cares for the most frail of infants at OSF Saint Francis  

Medical Center in Peoria. Cover: Now a neonatal nurse practitioner, 

Jenkins attends all high-risk deliveries and has a caseload of up to 12 

critical care infants.
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 1 2  B a t t l I N g  B a C t e r I a 
  Thousands die annually from infections caused by bacteria 

that are resistant to antibiotics. Distinguished Professor  

Radheshyam Jayaswal has garnered millions in research  

dollars to examine the potentially fatal superbug. Students  

in the Department of Biological Sciences are in the laboratory 

with Jayaswal, who advocates internationally for caution with 

prescription drugs. 

 1 6  M e e t  t h e  S u n - T i m e S ’  s a v I o r
  Newspapers across the nation are struggling to survive,  

and yet James Tyree ’78, M.B.A. ’80, led an investment 

group that purchased the Sun-Times Media Group Inc. out of 

bankruptcy. A business whiz and CEO of Chicago’s Mesirow 

Financial, Tyree is confident saving the Chicago Sun-Times will 

prove to be a good investment.
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  As state funding dwindles and higher education costs esca-

late, Illinois State’s donors stand in the gap. Every financial 

gift empowers the University to provide an exceptional edu-

cation and unique collegiate opportunities to students. The 

annual report reflects the campus community’s gratitude for 

your donations, which do indeed make a difference. 
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University news 

Significant housing changes are on the horizon, as the University will raze Cardinal Court apart-
ments to make way for an 800-bed student apartment complex. Demolition begins in January, 
with completion expected by August of 2012. 

Approved by the Board of Trustees in June, the $59.1 million project 
marks the first time the University has engaged in a public-private hous-
ing initiative. ISU will lease the 14.5-acre Cardinal Court property on 
Gregory Street northwest of campus to the Collegiate Housing Founda-
tion (CHF). 

CHF will create a limited liability company on behalf of Illinois State to 
construct, finance, and own the complex. When the lease with CHF ends 
in 40 years, the buildings become Illinois State’s property.  

The project will be led by American Campus Communities (ACC), a 
Texas company that has completed housing projects with 11 campus-
es. ACC has partnered with Solomon, Cordwell, and Buenz (SCB) as lead 
architect for the project. SCB is a Chicago design firm that developed the 
University’s long-range housing and dining plan, as well as the design 
firm for the Wilkins Hall renovation. The general contractor will be Weis 
Builders from Chicago.

“This is an important first for Illinois State University as we create new partnerships to con-
tinue to provide attractive, modern, and cost-effective living spaces for our students,” Illinois 
State President Al Bowman said.  

The complex is needed because the University will lose more than 1,500 beds with the closure 
of Atkin-Colby and Hamilton-Whitten residence halls at the end of this academic year. Other sub-
mitted housing proposals are still under review, as the Cardinal Court project will not fully replace 
the number of beds lost. 

Cardinal Court was built in the 1950s to house students with families, however, most families 
now live in the University’s Shelbourne complex. More than 80 percent of Cardinal Court’s occu-
pants are single students.

Apartments with two, three, and four bedrooms will be available at the new complex, which 
will be managed by university staff. Sophomores, juniors, and seniors will have 12-month lease 
options. Freshmen will be required to live in conventional dorms. 

The units will have amenities such as a washer, dryer, and dishwasher. The complex will include 
indoor and outdoor recreation facilities, ample parking, and will be served by Illinois State’s bus 
transportation system. An enhanced pedestrian walkway will connect the complex to the main 
campus.

”‘‘the Cardinal Court project will break new ground  
as Illinois state’s first public-private venture.

Built in the 1950s, the  

Cardinal Court apartments 

are now in such need of 

repair that the University 

has opted to raze them. a 

new apartment complex 

will be ready on the site by 

the fall of 2012. 



IllInoIs state makes gaIns  

In natIonal rankIngs

The University moved up in its over-
all ranking among “America’s Best Col-
leges” and improved in several criteria 
used to determine the annual U.S. News 
& World Report rankings. The magazine 
released its annual report in August.

Illinois State moved to 156 in the 
“Best National Universities” category, up 
from 162 in last year’s ranking. The cate-
gory includes 262 American universities 
that offer undergraduate, master’s, and 
doctoral degrees. 

“It is important to note that we con-
tinue to make progress in many areas 
that are closely connected to our core 
teaching and learning values,” President 
Al Bowman said. “It is reflective of the 
excellent academic, cocurricular, and 
extracurricular environment that we’ve 
established on our campus.”

Illinois State’s improvements came 
in the subcategories of acceptance rate, 
average freshman retention rate, per-
cent of classes of 50 or more, and per-
cent of faculty who are full-time. Rank-
ings are based on academic quality and 
excellence. 

students excel on professIonal  

Human resources exam

Twice within the past year a cohort of Illi-
nois State College of Business students 
have achieved a 100 percent pass rate 
on the Professional in Human Resources 
certification examination. The national 
pass rate is 55 percent. 

Given by the Human Resource 
Certification Institute, the exam is 
a four-hour test that covers strategic 
management, workforce planning and 
employment, human resource develop-
ment, employee and labor relations, and 
risk management. 

“This credential shows mastery of 
the HR body of knowledge and gives an 
edge in the job market,” Department of 
Management and Quantitative Methods 
Chair Jim Jawahar said. The Univer-
sity pays for half of the exam fee as an 
encouragement to students to obtain the 
credential.

sales program rated  

among best In tHe world

Illinois State’s Professional Sales Insti-
tute has been included in the Top Uni-
versity Sales Education Programs 2010 
listing compiled by the University Sales 
Education Foundation. The Professional 
Sales Institute is one of only 48 such 
programs globally to meet the require-
ments for the listing.

The foundation reviewed univer-
sity programs that focus on professional 
selling and require the completion of 
at least three sales-specific courses, the 
offering of sales internships, and univer-
sity recognition about program comple-
tion.  

Illinois State’s Professional Sales 
Institute boasts a comprehensive 
sequence of sales and management 
classes, including seven sales-specific 
courses; state-of-the-art training facili-
ties; numerous internship opportuni-
ties; executive education programs; and 
core faculty members with extensive real 
world sales experience. 

To learn more about Illinois State’s 
Professional Sales Institute, go online to 
www.cob.ilstu.edu/profsales.

mIlner lIbrary dean an  

InternatIonal leader

Sohair Wastawy, dean of libraries, has 
been honored with an Association of 
College and Research Libraries Inter-
national Relations Committee Special 
Recognition Award for leadership. 

Wastawy received the award for 
her distinguished leadership and out-
standing contributions to international 
librarianship through her work with aca-
demic and research libraries in the U.S. 
and the Middle East. Prior to becoming 
dean of libraries at Illinois State this 
summer, Wastawy was chief librarian 
at the Bibliotheca Alexandria in Alexan-
dria, Egypt. 

While there she trained more than 
100 new librarians on modern librarian-
ship practice, established two profes-
sional development programs to address 
the shortage of library education in 
Egypt, and combined five major special-
ized libraries into one library institution.

furnIture from work of dorm  

renovatIon Helps needy

Incoming students are not the only ones 
to benefit from ongoing efforts to reno-
vate the residence halls. Illinois State is 
working with a Bloomington charity to 
distribute furniture that would other-
wise be discarded. 

During the summer months the 
University began work on a $29 mil-
lion renovation of Watterson Towers. 
Approximately 11,000 pieces of furni-
ture will be replaced as part of the proj-
ect, including mattresses, bed frames, 
desks, chairs, and dressers. 

“That would be a lot to put in a 
landfill,” said Housing Director Mau-
reen Blair. When other state agencies 
declined most of the pieces, ISU made 
the furniture available to St. Anthony’s 
Outreach Ministry in Bloomington. 

As a result, semitrailers were filled 
and the furniture distributed to refugees 
who are in the U.S. after fleeing Iraq, 
Somalia, and Cuba. Other pieces were giv-
en to homeless shelters and poor Appala-
chian communities, with loads also going 
to sites in Honduras and Guatemala.

scHolarsHIp supports mcn  

faculty’s graduate work 

Charlene S. Aaron is the recipient of 
the Building Academic Geriatric Nursing 
Capacity (BAGNC) Pre-Doctoral Scholar-
ship from the John A. Hartford Foun-
dation. The $100,000 scholarship will 
support the completion of her doctoral 
training with research interest in African-
American family dementia caregivers.  

Aaron is coordinator of the Expand-
ing Teaching Nursing Home Project for 
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Mennonite College of Nursing. She is 
completing her doctorate at the Univer-
sity of Iowa, where she is focusing her 
studies on vulnerable populations of 
older adults.  

African-Americans are at increased 
risk of acquiring Alzheimer’s disease, 
and their caregivers are at increased 
risk for deleterious conditions resulting 
from the stress associated with demen-
tia care giving. 

enrollment numbers are strong 

for current academIc year 

For the 14th consecutive year, Illinois 
State University’s total fall enrollment 
is above the 20,000 mark. The student 
count for the 2010-2011 academic year 
is 21,134, including on- and off-campus 
enrollment.

On-campus numbers remained sta-
ble at 20,762. The total includes 3,190 
new freshmen and 1,838 new transfer 
students, meeting almost exactly the fall 
2010 enrollment goals. 

Off-campus students include Col-
lege of Education graduate cohorts meet-
ing in schools across the state, working 
professionals taking grant-supported 
courses, and other students not attend-
ing classes on campus.

The quality of the freshman class 
is again very high, with an average ACT 
score of more than 24 and a high school 
GPA of 3.38. The GPA of incoming trans-
fer students is 3.11 on a 4.0 scale.

“Illinois State continues to attract 
strong numbers of high-achieving stu-

dents, which reflects the high qual-
ity teaching, support, and academic 
programs offered at the University,” Pres-
ident Al Bowman said. 

The retention rate for fall 2009 new 
freshmen returning this fall remained 
very strong at 85 percent, a record 
high. Diversity of the student body also 
increased. Graduate enrollment was 
2,508, essentially unchanged over the 
past three years.

“It is gratifying to know that while 
the state’s economy continues to strug-
gle, Illinois State remains a top-choice 
higher education environment for under-
graduate and graduate students.”

 Associate Vice President for Enroll-
ment Management and Academic Servic-
es Jonathan Rosenthal is equally pleased. 
“Our goal was stable enrollment, and we 
met our freshman and transfer targets 
just about perfectly,” he said. “This is a 
sign of the continuing strength of Illinois 
State as we enter a particularly com-
petitive period for recruiting top quality 
students.”

sustaInabIlIty efforts target  

more food waste recyclIng

Illinois State composts more than 4,000 
pounds of campus food waste each school 
year. University officials are working to 
push that number higher by purchasing 
equipment that will allow processing of 
food waste from nonresidential sources 
in the Bloomington-Normal community. 

By early 2011 the University plans 
to collect food waste from businesses, 
schools, restaurants, medical facilities, 
grocery stores, and hotels.  
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UniversityNews

campus mourns  
death of admissions director
Molly (Hirt) Arnold ’83, M.A. ’86, lost a courageous nine-year battle against 

cancer on August 4. A memorial service held in the Bone Student Center Brown 

Ballroom celebrated her life and commitment to Illinois 

State students. She worked at the University for 20 years, 

and served as the director of Admissions since 2004. 

During her breast cancer battle, Molly overcame many 

obstacles and persevered through numerous treatments 

with determination and a positive attitude. She met fre-

quently with fellow cancer patients and survivors to offer 

words of encouragement. 

She gained many accolades, including the University’s 

Administrative Professional Distinguished Service Award 

and the Missouri Valley Conference Most Courageous Award. 

Molly is remembered for her sense of humor, her frankness and honesty, an 

ability to keep the best interest of students at heart, the liveliness that followed 

her into every room, and her dedication to family and friends. She is survived by 

her husband, Scott; three children; and three grandchildren.



“This composting project showcas-
es the commitment that Illinois State 
and its partners in Bloomington-Nor-
mal have to furthering sustainability 
efforts in the community,” said Enid 
Cardinal, director of Illinois State’s 
Office of Sustainability. 

Once food waste has been ground, 
it is mixed with yard waste and livestock 
manure, and spread into windrows for 
composting. After six to eight months, 
the finished organic material is used as 
a soil amendment at the farm and on 
campus. It is also available for purchase.

sIgnIfIcant campus cHanges 

detaIled In unIversIty’s master plan

Alumni have the opportunity to get a 
glimpse of the University’s future cam-
pus by reviewing a draft of the Master 
Plan 2010-2030, which will be final-
ized by February. The long-range plan 
contains 65 recommendations on the 
future physical development of campus 
in size, form, character, image, and 
environment.

 The document includes proposals 
for 19 new buildings or additions. The 
need to renew buildings and define out-
door spaces that unify all functions of 
the University is also addressed. There 
are 28 recommendations for renovations 
and remodeling, and 12 recommenda-
tions for demolition.

The draft is available online at www.
Masterplan.ilstu.edu. Comments on the 
plan can be made through the Master 
Plan Blog, which is online at http://
blogs.ilstu.edu/masterplan.

alumni
alumnI assocIatIon sponsors 

Insurance program

The Alumni Association has been a 
longtime partner with the American 
Insurance Administrators, a USI Affinity 
Company that provides opportunities 
for alumni to acquire health, life, and 
travel insurance. 

A wide variety of insurance plans 
are offered with the goal of bringing 
peace of mind through quality products 

and excellent customer service. For addi-
tional information on the products avail-
able to alumni and costs, call (800) 922-
1245 or go online to the insurance link 
at www.Advancement.ilstu.edu/services.

replacement dIploma servIce 

avaIlable for alumnI

Illinois State University recognizes the 
importance of displaying a degree in 
a professional or personal setting. The 
University Registrar can help alumni do 
just that by replacing lost or damaged 
diplomas.  

Diplomas are available at a cost of 
$12, while a new diploma cover costs $4. 
To obtain either, download the request 
form at www.Registrar.ilstu.edu/gradu-
ation/diploma.shtml. A request may 
also be made in writing. Send letters 
to Illinois State University, Evaluation 
Services, Campus Box 2202, Normal, IL, 
61790-2202. 

Please provide the quantity of diplo-
mas or covers desired, as well as the cur-
rent name, and the name to be printed 
on the diploma. A University Identifica-
tion Number (UID) is required, or date 
of birth if you do not have the UID. Date 
of graduation, mailing address, e-mail 
address, and phone number are also 
needed. Your signature is required to 
release your diploma. 

Due to the danger of identity theft, 
persons who wish to change their first, 
middle, or last name on their diploma 
must provide a copy of their marriage 
license, a court order, or a dissolution 
decree certifying their name change. 
Please send a copy of one of these docu-
ments with your diploma replacement 
request.

Payment may be made by cred-
it card by completing the box on the 
request form, or by check or money 
order payable to Illinois State University.

connect wItH IllInoIs state  

tHrougH socIal networks 

For the past four years the Universi-
ty’s Internet presence has continually 
expanded through social networks. 
Thousands of alumni, students, and 
friends have been using the sites to 
reconnect, network, and cultivate rela-
tionships with fellow Redbirds.

The official Illinois State University 
Facebook page serves as a viral messen-
ger for the extended campus community. 
Daily updates are shared with those who 
“Like” the page, along with memories 
and snapshots of past campus life.  

Go to www.Alumni.ilstu.edu/face-
book to stay connected with the lat-
est information, as well as your fellow 
Redbirds.

dIrectors elected to lead  

alumnI assocIatIon

Two individuals have joined the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors, which 
works in cooperation with the Alumni 
Relations staff to provide programs, ser-
vices, and events for alumni.

Elected for the first time to three-
year terms were Michele Pfeilschifter ’01 
and Dave Horstein ’08. Pfeilschifter lives 
in Chicago, where she works as the vice 
president of health promotion and advo-
cacy for the Arthritis Foundation. She is 
a member of the Chicago Young Alumni 
Network. Horstein, who lives in Park 
Ridge, works as a project manager for 
AmericanEagle.com. He is also a member 
of the Chicago Young Alumni Network. 

Matt Miglin ’10 began his one-year 
term as the Student Alumni Council 
representative. He lives in Rockton and 
served as president of the Student Alum-
ni Council during his senior year at 
Illinois State.

The following board members were 
elected as officers: President Mary Ann 
Louderback ’74, M.S. ’80, Ph.D. ’84, of 
Cary; Vice President/President-elect 
Janessa Williams ’89 of Normal; and 
Secretary/treasurer Greg Ayers ’90 of 
Kalamazoo.  

5IllInoIs state   FALL / 2010

Members of the alumni association Board of Directors 

include, front row, from left, Greg ayers, Jerry Kerber, ash-

ley Mayor, and terrence sykes. Back row, from left, are Mary 

ann louderback, Gary tiffany, and Janessa Williams. 
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ley Conference Tournament title since 
1994.  “I’m so proud of our guys.”

ISU not only won the tournament, 
but also a share of the regular-season 
title. Since joining the Valley in 1982, the 
Redbirds had never before won the regu-
lar season title. “I hope everyone that 
has ever been connected to the program 
takes pride in this accomplishment,” said 
Kingston, who received the Valley Coach 
of the Year award.

After beating Wichita State 17-8 to 
clinch the State Farm Valley Tournament 
championship, the Redbirds advanced to 
the NCAA regionals in Louisville, Ken-
tucky. ISU won its first NCAA Tournament 
game since 1976 by beating St. Louis, 8-3. 
They were eliminated by Vanderbilt, end-
ing the 2010 season with a 32-24 overall 
record, which marked the most wins for 
Redbird baseball since 1999.

Along with the Valley titles, Redbird 
second baseman Kevin Tokarski was 
named the Joe Carter Valley Player of the 
Year and the Valley Tournament MVP. 
Tokarski garnered three All-America 
awards, joining five other Redbirds as 
All-Valley regular-season and tournament 
selections.

make plans now to be part  

of annual marcH madness 

Alumni are encouraged to make the trip 
to the St. Louis area during the first 
two weekends of March to support the 
Redbird basketball teams. Be a part of 
the 2011 State Farm Missouri Valley 
Conference men’s basketball tournament 
from March 3-6. The following weekend, 
March 10-13, return to the area and cheer 
on the ISU women’s basketball team at 
Family Arena in St. Charles, Missouri. 

Three at-large executive committee 
members confirmed were Jerry Kerber 
’74 of Bloomington; Ashley Mayor ’08 of 
Normal; and Terrence Sykes ’93 of Elwood.

All graduates are automatic members 
of the Alumni Association. Alumni who 
have made a gift to the Illinois State Univer-
sity Foundation in the current or preceding 
year have active membership status and 
are eligible to serve on the board.

stay connected wItH campus wHIle 

away durIng wInter montHs 

Are you headed to a warmer climate for 
winter? Make certain you receive this 
magazine and other important Illinois 
State mailings while away from your 
home address. Simply send your sea-
sonal address to Alumni Relations, along 
with the dates for the change of address. 
Doing so guarantees that you’ll receive 
information about alumni events in the 
area you are visiting.

If you annually travel to the same 
location during the same time period, just 
one notice is required. If you travel to a dif-
ferent destination each year, please contact 
Alumni Relations each time you temporar-
ily relocate.

Your name, telephone number, e-mail 
address, seasonal address, and the start 
and end dates for the period of your relo-
cation are needed. The information can 
be submitted online at www.Alumni.ilstu.
edu/update. Mail should be sent to Migrat-
ing Redbirds, Illinois State University, 
Campus Box 3100, Normal, IL 61790-3100.

athletics
baseball team claIms dual  

mIssourI valley crowns

Donning a soaked uniform and hat from 
the icy water jug that was just dumped on 
his head, first-year Illinois State baseball 
coach Mark Kingston admitted that the 
Redbirds exceeded expectations in 2010.

“I don’t think anyone saw this com-
ing,” Kingston said, after the Redbirds 
won their first State Farm Missouri Val-

UniversityNews

Help “Spread the Red” in St. Louis 
as you join other alums in cheering on 
the Redbirds. Stay in the Millennium in 
downtown St. Louis, which serves as the 
Illinois State team hotel for the men. The 
women will be staying at the Sheraton 
Lakeside Chalet in Westport, Missouri.

Visit GoRedbirds.com for more 
information on either event, or call the 
Athletics Ticket Office at (309) 438-
8000.

atHletIcs sImplIfIes game day  

wItH etIcket purcHase optIon

Say goodbye to “will call” lines and elimi-
nate the worry of having tickets lost in 
the mail. Now fans have the option of 
purchasing at home single-game Redbird 
tickets, which can then be printed via the 
GoRedbirds.com website.

After completing an online pur-
chase, two e-mails are sent. The first is 
the print-at-home message with tickets 
attached, while the second is the order 
confirmation. Each electronic ticket con-
tains a unique barcode that is scanned 
at the event.

Tickets may also be purchased by 
calling (309) 438-8000.

students produce natIon’s  

best basketball program

For the second time in three years and 
for the fourth time since 2000, the offi-
cial Illinois State men’s basketball game-
day program was voted the best in the 
nation in the annual publications contest 
conducted by the College Sports Infor-
mation Directors of America (CoSIDA). 

Athletics Media Relations graduate 
assistants Kevin McCarty and Lauren 
Hutchcraft coedited the program, which 



Letters

Editor’s Note: Letters on issues discussed in Illinois State  
or relating to university news or policies are welcome. All  
letters should be limited to 250 words or less and are subject to 
editing. Send e-mail to sjblyst@IllinoisState.edu; fax to (309) 
438-8411; or mail to Illinois State, Illinois State  
University, Campus Box 3420, Normal, IL 61790-3420. 

to the editor, 
I was very pleased to read that Illinois State University 
numbers among the top 15 percent of schools nationwide 
that support the educational endeavors of veterans (Winter 
2009-2010). And yet, I am not surprised. 

As a Navy petty officer stationed halfway around the 
world, every contact I made (by U.S. mail in those days, 
when it was available) was one of great help and encour-
agement, be it with the application process or obtaining 
the necessary documentation for being discharged a few 
weeks early in order to attend the fall semester. 

Once I arrived on campus, I was afforded excellent 
advisement with registration, course selection, G.I. ben-
efits, placement tests, and evaluation of credit for courses 
that I had taken while in the service. I was and remain 
deeply appreciative for all the help that Illinois State gave 
me as a veteran. 

That I can read that Illinois State is continuing its fine 
tradition of service to veterans makes me proud to be an 
alumnus. 

Stephen Pilewski ’73

to the editor,
I read your article about the Rites of Spring (Spring 2010) 
and it brought back a lot of fun memories. I was there for 
four of the fests and was really disappointed when the 
decision was made to stop the annual party, however, I did 
have to agree that many people abused the grounds and 
were irresponsible about their trash. The group of friends I 
shared those days with were very exacting in cleanup mea-
sures. We even brought a garbage bag with us to put our 
empties in. It was worth it for the free show.

Seeing those pictures and reading the story reminded 
me of how we were in the news that summer of 1977. I 
was working on the air at WGLT finishing up my final year 
for Ben Paxton when President Lloyd Watkins made his 
decision. His reasoning was very sound and could hardly 
be debated, but he was still disliked by those who enjoyed 
the Rites. After all he had just arrived at the campus days 
before his decision. How could he know there was no way 
to make the fest safe, or improve the sanitation, or even 
make it profitable? After all one year we held it in Hancock 
Stadium, and you certainly could charge admission there.    

Thank you for the memories!

John Volpe ’77

Editor’s note: Many alumni have shared their Rites of Spring 
memories and photos on the Rites of Spring at Illinois State 
Facebook page. Let us hear from you! Log on today to www.
Alumni.ilstu.edu/rites.

finished ahead of West Virginia and Mis-
souri State. Since 2001 Illinois State’s 
publications have earned 10 top-three 
finishes from CoSIDA, including five 
first-place finishes. This is the third 
straight year CoSIDA ranked the men’s 
basketball game-day program among the 
top three nationally.

“Kevin and Lauren did a tremen-
dous job on this publication. They 
raised the bar in desktop publishing, 
not only within our shop but nationally 
with the use of innovation through the 
quick response codes,” said Illinois State 
Associate Athletics Director for Media 
Relations Todd Kober ’97, M.S. ’99. “We 
take a lot of pride in our publications, 
and I’m really proud of both Kevin and 
Lauren with this well-deserved accom-
plishment.”

The contest rankings were decid-
ed upon by judging in categories that 
included team information, change 
pages, feature material, graphics and 
design, editorial content, and additional 
information.

redbIrd takes seventH at  

world JunIor cHampIonsHIps

Nearly a month after claiming the shot 
put title at the 2010 United States Junior 
Outdoor Track and Field Champion-
ships, Brittany Smith of Oak Park was 
representing her country and Illinois 
State at the 13th International Asso-
ciation of Athletics Federations (IAAF) 
World Junior Championships in Monc-
ton, Canada.

“It was a really exciting day and it 
was a lot of fun,” Smith said after win-

ning the national title with a throw of 50 
feet, 6.75 inches. “I felt really good in the 
shot put competition, and I am excited to 
compete in the shot put internationally.”

Smith improved her effort by nearly 
three inches with a throw of 50 feet, 9.25 
inches at the World Championships, and 
finished in seventh place. She recorded 
a throw of 51 feet, 11.75 inches in the 
qualifying round earlier that day. 
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While her classmates hung out at movie the-
atres and football games, Janessa (Stimpert) 

Jenkins ’06 endured a battery of medical testing and 
treatments during her freshman year of high school. 
Chronic pain syndrome kept her in the hospital 
months at a time.

The experience was traumatic, yet there was a 
positive outcome. Jenkins eventually received a clean 
bill of health, and while fighting her illness she found 
her life’s vocation: nursing.

Before her time in the hospital, Jenkins aspired 
to become a physician. She wanted to understand 
the way diseases affect the human body, and work to 
alleviate suffering.  She was convinced medical school 
was the only way to reach that goal. 

Her perspective changed during the course of her 
own treatment. Jenkins lost interest in the doctor’s 
role as she realized the impressive and often underap-
preciated work of the nurses. 

“I was a lot more comfortable with the way nurses 
approached a patient than did doctors,” Jenkins said. 
“I think nurses look at the whole patient rather than 
just the medical issue in need of fixing. In my constant 

interactions with the nurses, they took the time to know 
me and recognize my needs beyond just medicine.”  

The appeal of a holistic approach to healthcare 
prompted Jenkins to enroll in Illinois State’s Menno-
nite College of Nursing (MCN), where she gained a 
greater understanding of individual patient needs. She 
entered the program with an interest in neonatal care, 
which also arose in high school as she was entrusted 
to babysit a preemie during the child’s first six months 
of life. She crossed the commencement stage equipped 
to pursue her passion.

“The biggest thing I got out of my MCN educa-
tion was the critical thinking skills—to step back and 
look at the pieces of the picture. What is important 
is what you do with your brain, not your hands,” she 
said. “They taught us all along to focus on a patient’s 
culture, their spirituality. That was drilled into every 
class that we took, rather than just focusing on the 
medical issue.”

The college also gave Jenkins a competitive advan-
tage through work experience prior to graduation. 
Her stellar academic record resulted in three hospitals 
offering a nursing externship for the summer between 

Young alum nurtures infants 
in their fight for life

By ToMMy NavICkaS ’08

Cradled in care
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her junior and senior years. She chose oSF Saint Francis 
Medical Center in Peoria because it is equipped to care for 
the sickest of infants. For eight weeks she worked with a vet-
eran nurse in the neonatal intensive care unit (NICU). 

 “I would have been happy in any other related field, but 
from the minute I stepped foot into the neonatal intensive 
care unit, I knew I was home,” Jenkins said. “I learned so 
much through my externship, in terms of being able to man-
age patient situations. Saint Francis was wonderful in that 
they allowed me to take on as much responsibility as possible 
within the defined rules. By the time I finished the program 
that summer, I was able to take care of critical care babies 
with very little supervision.”

Jenkins was responsible for the assessment and techni-
cal nursing care of one to three infants, as well as education 
for the parents. She amazed her peers with an ability to stay 
calm under pressure—even when expected to care for critical 
babies weighing less than a pound. She so impressed the 
medical staff that when she applied for an R.N. position after 
graduating, Saint Francis hired her immediately.

The hospital’s Neonatal Clinical Nurse Educator Cheryl 
Colgan called Jenkins one of the best new graduates she ever 
worked with because of her strong work ethic, critical think-
ing, and advanced decision-making skills. 

“Janessa is mature enough to speak up and interact with 
the neonatologists in the unit,” Colgan said. “She is very 
willing to work as a team player, and appreciates the role 
of each member of the NICU team and what they bring to 
patient care.”

Jenkins became such a valued caregiver that Saint Fran-
cis covered all of her expenses for a Neonatal Nurse Practi-
tioner Program at vanderbilt University. The program, which 
earned her a master’s in nursing, helped fulfill an ambition 
Jenkins had possessed since first deciding between nursing 
and medical school.  

“Being a nurse practitioner gave me the best of both 
worlds,” she said. “I would still be a nurse—I’ll always be a 
nurse—but I’d also have the knowledge and the advanced 
skills to be able to take care of my patients on another level. I 
decided I wanted to do that at some point. The scholarships 
just fell in my lap.”

During the grueling 12-month program, Jenkins traveled 
to vanderbilt for a week every other month while receiving 
hands-on training at Saint Francis. The work was in addition 
to her responsibilities as an R.N. in the hospital’s NICU. 
Upon graduation Jenkins became a neonatal nurse practi-
tioner, filling an important need in the new, tremendously 
larger NICU that Saint Francis opened in august of 2010.

She is now required to attend all high-risk deliveries, 
and is in charge of resuscitating newborns on the hospi-
tal’s new 60-bed neonatal wing. Beyond handling advanced 
procedures such as central lines and intubations, she has a 
caseload of eight to 12 critical care infants. 

Every day she makes rounds with the doctors, apprais-
ing each patient’s situation by checking lab results, optimiz-
ing ventilator settings, and adjusting medication. She then 
presents a 24-hour treatment plan to the patient’s interdisci-
plinary NICU team. Team members most often include a doc-
tor, nurse, dietician, social worker, physical therapist—and 
the patients’ parents.   

Bringing the family into the decision-making process is 
a departure from paternalistic medicine. The approach to 
patient care is so new that other units within Saint Francis 
come to observe the team meetings.   

“Patient care is evolving now that people have access to 
so much information,” Jenkins said. “We have people come 
in and say ‘What about this? Have you tried this treatment?’ 
Twenty years ago they wouldn’t have known that kind of 
treatment even existed.” 

Jenkins excels at providing helpful communication to 
patient families, and her colleagues have noticed. 

“The biggest thing I got out of my MCN edu-

cation was the critical thinking skills—to step 

back and look at the pieces of the picture.” 

Janessa (stimpert) Jenkins ’06, left, gained so much from her studies at Mennonite College 

of nursing that she is excited to mentor others as they complete their education. ashley 

Doering has gained practical knowledge working with Jenkins.
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Jenkins bonds with parents as she nurtures newborns. erin shinnick ’06 and her son, Jack, 

are among the many families who have been blessed by Jenkins as they go through the 

stressful time of caring for a critically ill infant.

“She never shies away from conversations with parents 
who are struggling with how their child is doing in the 
NICU,” Colgan said. “Families acknowledge Janessa in fol-
low-up phone calls positively. They appreciate the care and 
concern she has given to them and their infant.”

Her ability to put herself in the shoes of her patient’s 
family is one of Jenkins greatest strengths. “For every family, 
I think ‘What if this were my baby? and what if this were 
me?’” Jenkins said. “I take care of everybody in that way, and 
I think it shows.” 

She is equally committed to nurturing those who are 
following her footsteps at MCN. Jenkins gladly serves as one 
of the hospital’s preceptors for Mennonite nursing students 
in the Parent Child Nursing course, providing the same guid-
ance to students that she received. Her willingness to partner 
with her alma mater is greatly appreciated by the MCN facul-
ty, including Instructional assistant Professor Lynn kennell.

“Janessa has been very supportive in the program,” said 
kennell, who observed Jenkins as a student and worked with 
her as a mentor in the Mennonite clinical lab. They are now 
professional partners through the NICU observational expe-
rience that MCN students complete.

“She is soft spoken, but when under her guidance the 
students need to know their stuff. We feel confident to send 
students to NICU at Saint Francis,” kennell said, fondly 
recalling the days when Jenkins was in the nursing program.

“Janessa was a stellar student not just from an aca-
demic perspective,” kennell said. “She wanted to expand 

her knowledge of the pathophysiology and understand why 
implementation of certain interventions would help alleviate 
the problems. She is a very committed young lady, and is very 
serious about providing safe, compassionate care to babies 
and their families, and lifelong learning because she wants to 
be the best she can be.” 

Illinois State formally recognized Jenkins’ dedication to 
the field of nursing in the spring, presenting her with Men-
nonite College of Nursing’s young alumni award. Jenkins 
was awed by the nurses who were in her company at the 
ceremony. 

“To be there with so many great veteran nurses, have 
them congratulate me, and present me with an award was 
such a dichotomy,” Jenkins said. “I was thinking, ‘you have 
been in nursing for 60 years,’ and here I am with just four 
years experience.”

Jenkins obviously did belong. She was thanked by sev-
eral nurses for her inspiring words as she shared her dedi-
cation to the field. Her reflections on the strong bond that 
inevitably forms with the patients and their families moved 
several in the audience to tears. 

“It’s very difficult not to become attached, very difficult. 
I go to birthday parties, we have reunion picnics, and I get 
Christmas cards. But I also go to funerals,” Jenkins said. 
“That’s the real fact of the job. you have to do all those things. 
and you never know on a given day which one you’re going 
to have to do.”

“From the minute I stepped foot into the neo-

natal intensive care unit, I knew I was home.”
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While bacteria are all around us, Illinois State 
University’s Science Laboratory Building is home 
to a particularly hazardous strain. Distinguished 
Professor Radheshyam K. Jayaswal is purpose-
fully nurturing Staphylococcus aureus (S. aureus), 
which he and a team of colleagues and students 
within the Department of Biological Sciences are 
studying to unravel mysteries surrounding the 
superbug that can be fatal.

Staphylococcus (staph) is a common genus 
of bacteria that comprises some of the body’s 
natural faunal; however, not all forms of staph are 

tolerated by humans. Staphylococcus aureus is rap-
idly becoming immune to antibiotics. Specifically 
strains such as Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus (MRSA) and Vancomycin-resistant Staphylo-
coccus aureus (VRSA) are difficult to treat. 

The Center for Disease Control reports an esti-
mated 94,360 invasive MRSA infections occurred 
in the United States in 2005 alone, with 18,650 
deaths. The threat continues to grow through the 
misuse of prescribed drugs. 

Jayaswal, who has obtained more than $2 
million in external funding for his research, is 
an international expert who advocates restrict-

Research team seeks solution to 

           superbugs By STeVen BARCUS
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bacteria
ing prescriptions. According to Jayaswal, “About 
30 percent of prescriptions are unnecessary, but 
just to please the patient they are prescribed any-
way. Sometimes doctors prescribe unnecessary 
medications because they want to avoid potential 
lawsuits. If they make a misdiagnosis and didn’t 
prescribe anything, they could be in trouble.” 

Unnecessary antibiotics are consequently 
given for ailments that can typically be overcome 
by the body’s natural immune system, including 
minor viruses and the common cold. Bacteria 
exposed to the antibiotic may die, but exposure to 
an antibiotic over time may create a resistance in 
the next population of the bacterium.

The problem is compounded by the fact that 
S. aureus is easily spread on such common items 
as a sink knob or a towel. exposure results in a 
range of infections, from simple skin abscesses to 

toxic shock syndrome, pneumonia, septic arthri-
tis, endocarditis, and food poisoning.

Though S. aureus can live harmlessly on the 
surface of the skin, serious infections occur when 
it enters the blood stream. Infections are com-
mon in sterile environments, such as hospitals, 
even though medical staff strive to keep tools 
and rooms sterile and clean. The most miniscule 
amount of bacteria can result in an infection. The 
ease of which it can be transferred and the versatil-
ity of the bacteria make S. aureus the number one 
cause of hospital-acquired infections.

MRSA bacteria can infect skin, blood, bone, 
heart, and lungs. Because it is resistant to the 
antibiotic methicillin, MRSA infections require 
special antibiotics—if they are available. The same 
is true for VRSA, which is resistant to vancomycin 
and was identified in 1997. Jayaswal studied why 
this occurred and found that under pressure, the 

Distinguished Professor  

of Biological sciences  

Radheshyam Jayaswal is 

respected internationally  

for his research on the deadly 

bacteria Staphylococcus aureus, 

which is becoming resistant 

to antibiotics. the bacteria, 

magnified left, is named for its 

yellow hue and berry shape.
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students are actively 

involved in Jayaswal’s  

laboratory. Doctoral can-

didate Mrittika sengupta 

from India and master’s 

student Darren Wozniak 

from the Chicago suburbs 

work cautiously to avoid 

contact with the bacteria 

they are researching under 

Jayaswal’s watch.

bacteria mutated several genes to become resistant 
to vancomycin.

“Since there was no parent strain from which 
it became resistant, we examined the difference 
between parent and resistant strains before com-
paring the VRSA obtained from a patient and our 
own parent strain,” Jayaswal said. Other studies 
were completed at the University of Chicago and 
Rockefeller Center in new york. 

“We were all coming up with the same data 
and were getting published at the same time. 
Though we are a smaller school, we are getting the 
same regard that bigger schools are receiving, and 
got the same results. It makes you proud of your 
research and your school,” said Jayaswal, who 
came to Illinois State in 1988.

An undergraduate student of chemistry and 
physics at the University of Mumbai, Jayaswal 
joined the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research 
as a lab assistant. He completed a master’s in 
molecular biology from Bombay University and 
his doctorate at Purdue University.

“My interest has always been in science, but 
as I grew my interest changed from medicine to 
microbiology,” he said. During his post-doctoral 
work at Purdue, he began exploring the molecular 
biological aspects of plant-microbial interactions. 
“From there my interests kept growing in the 
mechanism in disease development,” said Jayas-

wal, who passed on the opportunity to work for 
several biotech companies and preferred to do 
research at ISU.

“When I came to Illinois State one of my 
collaborators, Brian Wilkinson, was working on 
the physiological/biochemistry aspect of staph,” 
Jayaswal said. “We started working on the various 
aspects of staph and have been focusing on the 
mechanism of how drug resistance develops in 
the bacteria.” 

Jayaswal has developed a master’s sequence 
in biotechnology and a doctoral sequence in 
molecular and cellular biology while at Illinois 
State. He also obtained independent research 
funding through the national Institutes of Health, 
the American Heart Association, and the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. He has published 76 peer-
reviewed articles in journals and has presented 
his research findings at conferences worldwide, 
becoming a respected voice on S. aureus interna-
tionally, particularly as the issue of antibiotic use 
becomes a global concern.

More than 70 percent of the antibiotics pro-
duced in the United States are given to animals 
to influence growth or protect against diseases. In 
this way, staph bacteria grows resistant through 
interacting with animals before finding its way to 
humans. 

“When the bacteria are exposed to the anti-
biotics, they develop their resistance. If we don’t 
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control the misuse of antibiotics, there will be 
a big problem,” Jayaswal said. He also warns 
that depending on pharmaceutical companies to 
produce new drugs is an unreliable strategy, as 
research on new antibiotics is rapidly being dis-
continued.

“It takes approximately one billion dollars to 
produce a new antibiotic. That includes research, 
testing, and FDA approval. It’s time consuming 
and can take 10 to 25 years before it gets to the 
pharmacy,” Jayaswal said. “When you spend so 
much time and money on a new antibiotic, and an 
antibiotic becomes resistant in two to three years, 
companies do not see the value for them.”

They instead focus on designer drugs, such 
as Lipitor and Viagra. These drugs can easily 
make back the substantial company investment 
and enjoy a much longer period on the market. 
The result is that the drugs methicillin and van-
comycin, which are generally used to treat MRSA 
and VRSA infections, have few successors. Dap-
tomycin can be used to treat both, but just as the 
bacteria eventually acquired a resistance to the 
first two drugs, it is only a matter of time before 
daptomycin becomes ineffective.

Despite studies showing the increasing resis-
tance, little has been done at the government level 
to restrict the use of unnecessary medications. The 
Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical Treatment 
Act introduced in 2009 by new york Sen. Louise 
Slaughter calls for the Food and Drug Administra-
tion to review use of drugs on animals that are not 
sick. The bill has not been passed.  

“Farmers lobby against the bill because they 
are concerned that if they do not continue the use 
of these antibiotics, the animals will die or not be 
as productive,” Jayaswal said. “Other lobbyists are 
from pharmaceutical companies themselves. They 
sell 70 percent to the farmers and don’t want to 
lose that money.”

On the state level California, Illinois, new 
Jersey, and Washington have passed bills that 
require hospitals to take measures to prevent the 
spread of MRSA by tracking, reporting, screening, 
and testing designated at-risk hospital inpatients 
for colonization and active infection. 

“I think that every state should pass a similar 
bill that will restrict the spread of MRSA from the 

hospitals. As far as misuse is concerned, no state 
has done anything about that,” Jayaswal said. He 
noted that other countries such as Denmark and 
norway have restricted antibiotic use in animals 
to situations where there is illness.

In the meantime Jayaswal continues to study 
various strains of staph to understand how they 
change to gain resistance. He welcomes students 
to his laboratory, supervising more than 50 under-
graduates and serving as major professor to 23 
graduate students. In an environment where even 
the slightest contact can cause infection, Jayaswal 
makes sure all of his students are protected.

“We minimize the risk to researchers by 
taking precautions. There is no eating or drink-
ing. They have to wash their hands if they want 
to touch their nose and face. Any scratch or 
wound must be entirely covered,” Jayaswal said. 
“Whenever we do the experiments all strains are 
killed completely when we are done. nothing is 
disposed of improperly. everything is completely 
destroyed.” 

With such strict precautions in place, Jayas-
wal’s lab has remained incident free in the quest to 
comprehend the minute molecules that can pose 
such an enormous threat. The work is daunting, 
but Jayaswal and his team are determined to win 
the fight. 

“We have been using new technologies to 
look for similar problems in the future,” he said. 
“We always expect new problems, and continue 
working toward the future.”

“ We have been using new technologies to look 

for similar problems in the future. We always 

expect new problems, and continue working 

toward the future.”

Individuals are exposed  

to Staphylococcus aureus  

in a variety of ways, as the 

bacteria is easily spread.  

a range of infections  

will appear, with painful 

skin wounds a common 

problem.



hen it comes to matters of money, it’s 
hard to find anyone more savvy or suc-

cessful than James Tyree ’78, M.B.A. ’80. Under 
his leadership as chairman and CEO, Mesirow 
Financial has flourished to become the largest 
independent financial services firm in Chicago. 
The company manages $40 billion in assets and 
reported $526 million in revenue at the end of 
fiscal year 2010.

And yet late last year Tyree made a personal 
investment that had his friends, peers, media 
commentators, and even a percentage of the gen-
eral public wondering what he was thinking. He 
bought the Sun-Times Media Group Inc. out of 
bankruptcy, saving the Chicago Sun-Times and its 
sister publications from pending demise. 

“‘Why in the world would you do that?’ I 
heard that question a lot,” Tyree said, and with 
good reason. Newspapers across the country are 
collapsing, hit hard by the nation’s recession and 
a steady decline in readership numbers as the 
Internet offers news on demand for free.

The Media Group listed $479 million in 
assets and $801 million in liabilities when filing 
for bankruptcy in March of last year. Tyree assem-
bled private investors who formed Sun-Times 
Media Holdings, LLC, and successfully bid $25 
million for the 58 suburban Chicago papers and 
websites, including the Chicago Sun-Times.

“It’s a media company, not a newspaper,” 
Tyree said, explaining that the investment team 
focused on content. Members pursued the deal 

W
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MAKING
HEADLINES

Sun-Times purchase puts business grad in the spotlight
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under Tyree’s leadership with the belief that 
“there is tremendous opportunity and untapped 
potential” in the news business. They saved 
more than 1,800 jobs, as well as a legendary 
Chicago institution.

“There is high interest in high quality news 
that is very locally focused. It’s critical for the 
community, whether it be sports, news, or just 
entertainment,” Tyree said. “The problem is that 
the business model has evolved imperfectly and 
has to change. Content must become more mobile 
and interactive, and the print must merge with 
that. We need to create a new model. Status quo 
is no longer an option.”

Tyree knows the transformation will be a 
painful process, but sees no limit to what the 
future holds. He conveys his optimism despite 
the industry’s current struggles, comparing the 
anxiety surrounding newspapers now to what 
was felt more than a century ago as automobiles 
rolled onto U.S. roads. 

“It was sad to see the horse and buggy go, 
but if you’re in the business of transportation you 
know that business has continued to flourish.”

The analogy reveals much about Tyree, who 
brings a common sense approach to mega-busi-
ness deals. He has an innate gift to comprehend 
the big picture, and the courage to take calculated 
risks. Add his humor and work ethic to a love of 
life after facing death, and it’s no wonder the kid 
once ostracized evolved into a man intent on help-
ing others. 

“I grew up dirt poor and hungry. I was the 
kid from the broken home that other kids weren’t 
allowed to play with,” Tyree said, recalling his 
childhood on Chicago’s South Side. The youngest 
of seven, he and his mother shared a one-bedroom 
apartment during his high school years. 

Too optimistic and driven to be defeated, 
Tyree was determined to get a college degree. 
Long before graduating from high school he was 
applying for financial aid and working various 
jobs to build a college fund. He took community 
college classes and tested out of courses to save 
money, making it possible for him to enroll at 
Illinois State as a sophomore. 

He tried to play basketball and initially 
planned on a physical education degree. But Tyree 
also had enough experience from working retail 
in high school and at Bloomington’s Eastland 
Mall as an undergraduate to know he was good in 

the business world. Before long he was pursuing 
a business administration major with a concen-
tration in finance. He also completed minors in 
accounting and economics. 

“ISU was spectacular. Very few people could 
take advantage of a place from an academic stand-

point as I did. I searched out the hardest professors 
and found the greatest opportunities,” Tyree said.

He finished in three years, staying during 
summer terms to keep his job at Campus recre-
ation, where he started by checking hand stamps 
as students entered. He rose to become the 
student director. With the help of faculty, Tyree 
applied to graduate schools, including Harvard 
and Stanford. He stayed two weeks at Indiana 
University before returning to Illinois State’s 
M.B.A. program.

“They cut the financial assistance I needed, 
so I packed up and moved back to ISU,” Tyree 
said. He went to work as a graduate assistant at 
Hamilton-Whitten halls, and soon became a full-
time hall manager in Watterson Towers. 

The downside to the promotion was a restric-
tion that he could take no more than six hours 

of classes while working the job. “I snuck into 
more, including a CPA review,” Tyree admitted. He 
passed the exam, earned his M.B.A., and plunged 
into a job search.  

“I wrote hundreds of letters,” Tyree said, 
revealing that he “does everything in extremes.” 

Dual alumnus James tyree 

has deep roots in Chicago 

that go back to his child-

hood on the south side. 

today he works not only 

with a view of the city’s 

skyline, opposite page, but a 

vision for the future of the 

Chicago Sun-Times, which he 

recently purchased. 

tyree has a deep appre-

ciation for his Illinois state 

education, and maintains 

strong ties to the Univer-

sity. Invited back to campus 

in 2009 as the College of 

Business Week keynote 

speaker, tyree reconnected 

with President al Bowman, 

assistant Provost Chuck 

McGuire, and Provost  

sheri everts.

“IsU was spectacular. Very few people
could take advantage of a place from 
an academic standpoint as I did.” 
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consistently profitable, even during the recent 
economic turmoil. 

One reason is the company’s purposeful diver-
sification into four main divisions of investment 
management, global markets, insurance services, 
and consulting. Another is the commitment of the 
1,200 employees in offices around the world. Tyree 
values their expertise so much that he became a 
client to complete the Sun-Times deal.

“The secret is you’ve got to work with great 
people and lead by example,” Tyree said. And 
he does, consistently putting in 14-hour days 
that still include time for his wife, Eve, and their 
children: Jessica, 11; and 9-year-old twins, Joseph 
and Matthew. 

He indirectly nurtures myriad others as well 
through a strong commitment to give of his time 
and money, especially through his work with the 
Juvenile diabetes research Foundation Interna-
tional for more than two decades. Tyree chaired 
a $1 billion campaign for the organization that is 
working to find a cure for the disease.  

He has been on more than 50 corporate, civ-
ic, and not-for-profit boards. Education remains 
critically important to Tyree, who served a 10-year 
term as chairman of the Board of City Colleges of 
Chicago by Mayor daley. The organization over-
sees seven colleges and more than 121,000 stu-
dents. He’s also chaired the Chicagoland Cham-
ber of Commerce for three years. 

“I get up everyday smiling. I have been 
blessed so many different times that I am driven to 
help,” Tyree said. “I am the sum total of everybody 
I meet. I emulate the good and forget the bad.” 

He counts those he met at Illinois State as 
among the best, and remains loyal to the Univer-
sity. A distinguished Alumni Award recipient, he 
sits on the Foundation board and is a donor. He is 
a member of the College of Business Hall of Fame 
as well, and a strong advocate of the college. 

Tyree returned to campus in 2009 as the 
Business Week keynote speaker, eager to encour-
age students to learn how to learn and then build 
on their “spectacular education.” He used his 
own life experiences to attest that Illinois State 
students have the strong foundation needed to 
walk into the workplace with confidence, cour-
age, and the belief that there is no limit to what 
tomorrow can bring. 

With job offers in New york, Indiana, and Chi-
cago, he chose a research analyst position at 
Mesirow Financial. 

“I showed up on my first day wearing a J.C. 
Penney suit that I bought for $49. It had a revers-
ible vest. Since I had to allocate what little money 
I had, I bought boots so I could still wear my 
white gym socks,” he recalled. “I had $1.69 for 
my lunch, which was a cheeseburger, fries, and 

a soda.”
That was 1980. Tyree never 

left the company and in the 30 
years since has worked his way 
to the top while battling diabetes 
so severe it nearly took his life. 
His heart has stopped, he’s been 
temporarily blinded, and he has 
no feeling below his knees. A 
kidney and pancreas transplant 
nearly four years ago proved 
miraculous.

“I never knew what it felt like 
to feel well,” Tyree said. At 53 he is more energized 
than ever as he runs a firm that includes a business 
ranked in the nation’s top 30 independent insur-
ance consultants, with more than $1.5 billion in 
premium volume. 

Founded in 1937, Mesirow Financial has 
become a multi-asset class money manager of 
assets for institutions and an investment advi-
sor for private clients. With $300 million in firm 
capital, the employee-owned firm has remained 

tyree’s drive and work 

ethic lead to long hours 

in his office at Mesirow 

Financial, above, where he 

serves as chairman and 

Ceo. While his business 

endeavors often make 

headlines, the purchase of 

the Chicago Sun-Times was 

especially big news in the 

Windy City, below. 

WEB EXTRA
Hear James tyree reflect  

on his years at Illinois state. 

View a video clip online 

at www.Illinoisstate.edu/

alumni-magazine.
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Donor advised funds
$98,616.00

Alumni
$2,299,491.24

Matching gifts
$443,558.30

Parents
$150,519.49

Faculty/Staff/Annuitants
$518,115.21

Corporations and 
foundations
$2,160,927.58

Estates
$6,168,283.25

Gifts-in-kind
$61,894.41 Friends

$1,043,933.52

FY10 summary of gifts by donor category
The purpose of the Illinois State 
University Foundation is to assist 
in developing and increasing 
educational opportunities and 
the facilities of Illinois State Uni-
versity and to receive, hold, and 
administer gifts with the primary 
objective of serving the education 
purposes of the University.
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The team has shared a locker room 
with the women’s basketball players, but 
that’s about to change with the Jami Kehl 
Head Volleyball Locker Room.

Darrell ’64 and Karen Kehl named 
the project for their daughter, Jami, who 
played and coached volleyball in high 
school and came to Illinois State to earn a 
second degree in 1997. 

Senior volleyball player Hailey Kelley 
said the team spends a lot of time in the 
locker room, whether it’s mentally prepar-
ing for a game, watching film, celebrating 
a win, or recovering from a tough loss.

“A lot of relationships are born in that 
locker room,” she said. “A lot of emotions 
are expressed in that locker room. There 
are some serious, intense times in there. 

For the love oF the gaMe 

The Redbird volleyball players have needed something for a long time – 
their own locker room. And one family is making a gift that will finally 
enable them to gather in their own space.

Knowing others are dream-
ing big for us will hopefully 
encourage us to go into 
another season dreaming 
big.”

The Kehls thought the 
locker room project would 
be a way to recognize the 
Redbirds and honor their 
daughter’s love of the game. 

“We’re proud of our 
daughter, Jami, her hus-
band, Greg, and our grand-
daughters Falyn and Avery,” 
Darrell said. 

And Illinois State’s values 
mirror those of his family. 

“We were taught by 
our parents to share our 
good luck in life. We’ve 
been a little bit lucky and 
it was just a match. We’ve 
stayed close to ISU because 
it hasn’t lost its values or 

principles. They believe in student athletes 
and that aligns with the values we have. 
I respect what they’re trying to do with 
the athletic program, but more I respect 
what ISU wants to be as a university and 
academics come first.”

When the volleyball season began this 
fall, the Kehls were in the stands. And 
when the locker room is finished, they’ll 
walk through the narrow hallways in the 
lower level of the Arena to see what their 
gift made possible. 

“ISU volleyball is a great tradition,” 
Darrell Kehl said. “It has a great future and 
it’s fun to be part of that.”

darrell and Karen Kehl are bolstering the redbirds.

hailey Kelley
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Foundation 
operations–
$1,076,252

Other–
$875,885

Capital 
projects–
$241,951

Scholarships 
and awards–
$2,061,522

Departments 
and programs–
$4,308,456

FY10 Foundation expenditures
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Each and every gift to the University 
is appreciated. In order to make wise 
use of our resources and be environ-
mentally friendly, our Honor Roll  
of donors is located on the  
University Advancement website, 
www.Advancement.ilstu.edu. If your 
name appears in the online listing 
and you do not wish for it to appear 
there, please accept our apologies 
and contact Kathy Alexander, direc-
tor of Stewardship, at (309) 438-
5711 or kkalexa@IllinoisState.edu.

She chose Illinois State University, 
even though it was a one-hour commute, 
because she was familiar with the campus 
and she had relatives who graduated from 
ISU.

The empty-nester was in her mid-40s 
and recently divorced. After working all 
day, she drove to classes two nights a week 
for five years. Her goal was to graduate 
before she turned 50. 

Last spring she stood in front of Fell 
Hall and talked about how fortunate she 
was as a nontraditional student. She had 
a secure job, a supportive boss and good 
friends, including one who was always 

ready with a cup of tea and conversation 
during late night visits on the way home 
from class.

In her senior year, Jurgens received 
the Scott Scholarship, which helped her 
pay for books and gas and inspired her to 
establish a scholarship for nontraditional 
female students.

“That scholarship meant a great deal to 
me,” she said. “There are a lot of women 
like me who didn’t go to college when they 
should have. After a divorce, when they’re 
on their own and they find out they need 
a degree, it’s difficult to go back. I’d like to 
help them.”

And she will. Through a bequest, she’s 
established The Sandra Broers Jurgens 
Endowed Scholarship. Her daughter, Beth, 
also received a scholarship, a bequest from 
a teacher who lived through the Depres-
sion and died in the 1930s but left money 
for a scholarship for Magnolia Township 
students. 

“We all want to make a difference in 
this world,” Jurgens said. “And I found, 
through the scholarship I received and a 
scholarship my daughter received, that 
by leaving money for education you have 
the opportunity to affect many lives. The 
ripples go on forever.”

Now a tax specialist for the Illinois 
Department of Revenue, she wants to help 
women who face the same struggles she 
has. 

riPPling eFFects oF a scholarshiP 

After 10 long years of attending night classes at a community college, 
Sandy Broers Jurgens ’97 was ready to get her bachelor’s degree. 

sandy Broers Jurgens gives struggling students a hand.



She also wouldn’t have met her hus-
band Roger ’62, been launched into an 
education career, or still be involved with 
the University nearly 60 years later. Now 
that she is a donor the roles have been 
reversed, and she proudly gives students 
the same opportunities she had. 

“We’ve received so much from ISU, our 
education, our livelihood, our entertain-
ment, everything, so it’s just a matter of 
giving back,” she said.

The Cushmans met in September 1952, 
just weeks after Elaine arrived on campus. 
They have been involved with Illinois 
State ever since. For Roger, the choice to 
become a Redbird was one of the best he 
ever made.

“It’s family. It’s just been such an im-
portant part of our lives,” he said. “I owe 
basically everything good in my life to the 
University.”

The Cushmans moved to Missouri in 
1963 so Roger could pursue his master’s 
degree in journalism at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia. They jumped at the opportunity to come 
back to Illinois State in 1966 when Roger was hired as sports 
information director at Illinois State.

“We didn’t hesitate, not at all,” Elaine said. “We never once 
regretted coming back.”

Roger left that position in 1980 to become Illinois State’s direc-
tor of news service, retiring in 1995. Elaine taught in Normal’s 
Unit 5 school district until 1991.

The couple donates to the Redbird Club, Senior Profession-
als, Friends of the Arts, and the Illinois Shakespeare Festival. For 
them, donating is a way to attract students to the University while 
keeping programs they love alive.

Senior Professionals is an organization that brings together re-
tirees from the campus and the community, students, and faculty. 
Started in 1989 by Charles Bolen, former dean of the College of 
Fine Arts, it offers creative learning experiences, social interaction, 
and mentoring opportunities. 

Anita Revelle, director of Senior Professionals, said it allows 
retirees to see what is going on in college life while allowing stu-
dents to see what it is like in the professional world.

“It’s a way to open a door for that intergenerational interac-
tion,” Revelle said.

Roger recently went to a meeting expecting to fill the role of 
mentor and teacher. What happened was a bit of a surprise to 
him.

“I thought I might go to that meeting giving some of my 
knowledge. What I soon discovered was that these students are so 
sharp that I was learning more from them than they were learning 
from me.”

gladlY sUPPorting caMPUs PrograMs

Elaine (Hakey) Cushman ’58 grew up in a poor mining town. If not for scholarships, she 
wouldn’t have been able to come to Illinois State University. 

roger and elaine (hakey) cushman fund senior Professionals. 
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“That’s the way the world improves,” Dave said. “I’ve seen 
great improvements at ISU, and that’s because people before us 
have left things better than they found them.” 

Born in Paxton and raised in Normal, Dave became close to 
the University through athletic and campus events, even before 
his first day of classes. Unsure of what he would study when he 
first attended Illinois State, Dave found his love for business by 
working as a night auditor for a local hotel.

“Like every other 14-year-old, I originally thought my career 
was going to be professional basketball,” he said. “I walked over 
to the North Gym one day and started playing with a kid named 
Doug Collins. And I found out very quickly that I was not going 
to play professional basketball!”

Karen, who grew up in Bellflower, came to Illinois State to 
study nursing. While some nurses can take years to find their 
niche in the field, Karen found hers right away.

“There are so many sub specialties, and I was lucky to find 
what I love right out of school—ophthalmology and eye surgery,” 
she said. “Whenever I have the opportunity to share that with 
students I do so.”

Dave is chief financial officer of COUNTRY Financial and 
Karen is director of the Bloomington Eye Institute. Both continue 
to share their passions with Illinois State as they return to visit 
with students or serve in leadership roles. Dave serves on the 
Katie School Advisory Board of Executives and the Community 
Partners Committee. Karen works with the Mennonite College 

of Nursing Alumni Organization. The Magers also will serve on 
Mennonite’s inaugural community advisory board. 

“We have a top-notch college of nursing,” Karen said. “A lot of 
the community may know of the college, but may not realize the 
level of excellence of the nurses produced. If we can show people 
that, they might become more involved. That’s why it’s important 
to get the word out about what we actually have here.”

“Everything continues to improve from when I was here, and 
it was a great institution then,” Dave added. “As other alums look 
at the University, what it has provided, it becomes apparent that 
the only way it continues to improve is if we all give back.”

These sentiments have caused the Magers to create two schol-
arships through bequests: The David and Karen Magers Insurance 
Scholarship, and The Karen and David Magers Scholarship. The 
scholarships target students who are in the insurance and nursing 
fields, have records of high academic achievement, and are from 
small communities. 

“I’m glad to be connected with a college of nursing that has 
such a reputation of excellence, and glad that I can still contribute 
to that and help them maintain the legacy,” Karen said. 

There is no doubt the couple is making Illinois State an even 
better place than when they found their passions here. “We’re 
proud to be a part of ISU and to continue to be a part of ISU,” 
said Dave. “It’s a great institution; it has world-class academics, 
athletics is fun and exciting and competitive. Top to bottom it’s a 
great institution.”

FUeling Passions throUgh BeqUests

Leave things better than you found them. That is the personal motto of 
Dave Magers ’77, ’86 M.B.A., and Karen (Roop) Magers, RN, ’79.

dave and Karen (ropp) Magers support nursing and insurance students.
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The male-only organization that produced an annual show 
wrapped in satire was blamed for everything from footprints on 
the Old Main dome to a missing birdcage after the lights suddenly 
went out in the Old Union’s Cage restaurant. 

The social organization was as Greek as it could get, building 
loyalty at a time when fraternal organizations were not allowed on 
campus, from 1934 to the late 1960s. When the Greek commu-
nity took shape the group disbanded, but the lifelong friendships 
never did. That’s why the Blackfriar Scholarship still exists today.

On a late May afternoon three former Blackfriars, all neigh-
bors, sat in the sunroom at the home of Art Adams ’50, M.S. ’51. 
Alongside him were Dale Sutter ’61 and Sam Van Scoyoc ‘66, who 
said the friars probably earned their reputation as pranksters. 

“They were pretty creative in a lot of different ways,” Van 
Scoyoc said, chuckling.

“We had a real commitment to fun,” Adams added, mention-
ing that when they needed a door prize at the annual show, they 
gave away a door. 

“Those friendships have lasted,” said Sutter, looking through 
old photos. “I still have almost daily contact with some of these 
people.”

A few years ago the three decided to endow a scholarship, 
making phone calls and sending out letters and e-mails to former 
friars to raise $20,000. The scholarship is awarded to a fine arts 
student. It didn’t take long to raise the funds, Van Scoyoc said. 
Once again, the friars shared a common purpose.

“We were an integral part of the campus, and we’re getting 
to the point where somebody’s not going to know who the friars 
were or even care,” he said. “We wanted to give the name the abil-
ity to be out there for awhile.”

Knowing the name will go on forever, “that’s a nice feeling,” he 
said. “Something that meant a lot to us while we were at ISU, that 
name is going to be there forever.”

Editor’s note: This article was written based on interviews  
conducted early in the year. Sadly, Sam Van Scoyoc ’66 and Art  
Adams ’50 passed away during the summer of 2010. 

liFelong FriendshiPs sParK scholarshiP 

Nothing was sacred when it came to the Blackfriars.

sam van scoyoc, art adams, and dale sutter, from left, united to help fine arts students.
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During the University’s first football game against the Uni-
versity of Illinois in 2003, Grant helped the Redbirds hold 
their own against the Illini. As the Reggie Redbird mascot, 
Grant led the crowd in cheering the Redbirds. The team set 
records in the Illini’s Memorial Stadium, putting up a fierce 
fight against the Big 10 team. 

“Our team comes in and starts setting records in their 
own house. It was wild,” Grant said. 

Off the field, he served as a combat medic in the National 
Guard, seeing to the safety of his fellow soldiers while in 
hostile territory. His service earned him numerous awards, 
including an Army Commendation Medal, the Global War on 
Terror Medal, and a NATO Service Medal. 

While other soldiers used their precious free time watch-
ing DVDs or playing games, Grant had his nose buried in 
textbooks. He completed his capstone paper focusing on war 
and defense economics as they relate to conflict theory. The 
paper was presented at the Midwest Economics Associa-
tion—a first for an undergraduate Illinois State economics 
major. 

What most do not know is that Grant set himself apart 
from his peers yet again before leaving for his tour in 
Afghanistan. He created the Trevor Grant Endowed Schol-
arship. The scholarship will provide support to a student 
majoring in economics who has a proven academic record 
and is involved in community service. 

The scholarship ensures that Grant’s legacy will live on 
through future economics students. It also completes a circle 
of giving. Grant benefited from a donor’s kindness himself as 
an undergraduate who received a scholarship from the Scott 
Elliott Endowment in Economics.  

With that encour-
agement from Louie 
Striegel, he signed up 
for six hours at Illinois 
State University, which 
turned into 12 hours, 
which turned into a 
degree in business 
administration. That launched a 38-year career that ended with 
Brown’s retirement as State Farm Insurance Companies executive 
vice president and member of the Chairman’s Council. 

And now he intends to pay it forward. 
“Somebody believed in me,” he said. “I had a lot of help along 

the way.”
Brown recently established the Willie Brown Endowed Schol-

arship Fund, which will provide support for an African-American 
student or any nontraditional student majoring in business. 

“My intent is to be able to offer some help when a little help 
is needed,” he said. “There are plenty of people going to school 
just like I did who are working but finding time to take four 
hours here or six hours there because they have a dream. I want 
this scholarship to be able to help them. I hope that it makes a 
difference in some individual’s life the way education has made a 
difference in my life.”

Brown has stayed connected to Illinois State through his lead-
ership on the College of Business and College of Arts and Sciences 
advisory boards. He also stops in classrooms to talk to students, 
and has provided countless mentoring experiences. 

“ISU has been so good to me,” he said. “It’s been the corner-
stone for my success. I have an opportunity to give back right 
here in my hometown and be involved with the University, and 
it’s just a natural fit for me. The beautiful thing about it is some-
times you don’t even know who you’ve helped, but you know 
that somewhere along the line maybe you gave someone a helping 
hand that made all the difference.”

a Fighting legacY 

Trevor Grant ’10 always man-
ages to set himself apart from 
the crowd and at 25, he’s already 
left a legacy to the Illinois State 
University. A couple of them.

Feeding dreaMs 

Willie Brown ’73 was dropping spoonfuls of batter on 
a grill when the owner of the Pancake House suggested 
he take a few college classes because the business might 
be sold. 

Willie Brown’s gift empowers a college of Business student. trevor grant’s scholarship eases the load for an economics student.



This document is available in alternative formats upon request by contacting Donor and Information Services at (309) 438-5711. 

An equal opportunity/affirmative action university encouraging diversity

University Marketing and CoMMUniCations     11-0058 printed on recycled paper

Although she was working her way through school, Kate was 
always prepared for class and attacked her lessons. The father of 
four was impressed. 

“Here was someone who was highly motivated and I thought, 
‘How do you develop that? How do you reward it?’”

On breaks they’d sit at a table and chat, and he found out 
she planned to transfer to Illinois State to study education. She 
planned to finance it through student loans and two jobs, one as 
a Spanish tutor. Styczynski talked to his wife, Joan, about how 
they might help such students. The couple decided to establish 
an Illinois State scholarship for transfer students who wanted to 
teach and demonstrated financial need. The second year it was 
awarded, Norcross received it.

“It was very clear to me Kate not only had what it took, but 
had something special,” he said. “I don’t think she knows what 
her limits are, and I was looking for that kind of student. One of 
the things I wanted the scholarship to do was to bear fruit, not 
just develop one person but to develop a person who will open 
doors for other people. There are lots of deserving young people 
who need a chance, who have a passion for learning and a pas-
sion for teaching.”

Norcross recently started graduate school and said the scholar-
ship made that possible by giving her the freedom to focus on 
school and service work, which built her academic resume. She 
may become a college professor.

“A gift like this makes every differ-
ence in the lives of students like me, who may be big on dreams 
but small on funds to realize those dreams,” she said. “It helps 
students go into service professions like teaching without having 
the burden of debt. But it also gives scholarship recipients a real 
burden of responsibility. Realizing that these people believe in us 
and they want us to go out and help others really is an encourage-
ment to stay the course, even when we encounter challenges.”

The Styczynskis also credit their employers, IBM and State 
Farm Insurance Companies, with making the scholarship happen 
through matching gifts.

“When Kate looks at it, she’s looking at full tuition. When 
I look at it, I’m looking at my donation, State Farm’s donation, 
IBM’s donation, and a small percentage of Uncle Sam’s because of 
the tax benefit,” he said. “That brings it down to it’s not just rich 
people who can give. It’s people who work for companies who 
have generous matching gift programs.”

Norcross won’t forget what that gift means.
“I’m really hoping that once I become an established teacher 

with more of an established income that I’ll be able to someday 
financially help students that I might have,” she said.

And Styczynski, who has a love of learning languages, also 
hopes to run into her again in another classroom.

“Someday she will be teaching me, and I look forward to that 
day,” he said.

Matching dreaMs 

It didn’t take long for the retired IBM sales representative to realize he wouldn’t be getting  
the highest grade in his Spanish class. A homeschooled student was picking up the language 
effortlessly, and Neil Styczynski was humbled by Kate Norcross.

Kate norcross benefited from the scholarship created by neil styczynski.



The 90th Homecoming at Illinois State was celebrated October 11-17. 
Alumni, students, faculty, staff, and community members participated in 
a variety of events that included the annual parade in Uptown Normal, 
tailgating, a football game, and much more. The memorable moments 
were captured by photographers and can be seen in online photo albums, 
as well as a recap video. To view the albums, go to the Homecoming 
website using the address below. Mark your calendar now for next year’s 
celebration, which will be held October 10-16, 2011.
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GALA
R O L L  O U T  T H E  R E D

I L L I N O I S  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

10

the stars come out, 
    celebrating the past and dreaming of the future



  Magazine column showcases
           the work of alumni authors 

Alumni Services 
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there are some graduates who are more than happy to 

escape the routine of reading and writing, which is such an 

integral part of collegiate life. Joanna stephens Mink ’73, M.s. 

’75, D.a. ’85, is not among them. 

after completing her undergraduate work and two 

graduate degrees all in english at Illinois state, Mink went on 

to become an english professor and an author. literature is 

her passion, and especially British literature. 

as a professor at Minnesota state University in Mankato, 

Mink taught survey courses and graduate students. she 

lectured on topics that ranged from British and american 

women in literature to the Gothic tradition in British literature and family relationships in literature. 

Her research on the life and work of thomas Hardy has made her an expert on the British writer. 

she served as director of a program titled the england of thomas Hardy and Jane austen, a 

five-week summer course in england. she has served as docent at Max Gate, which is thomas Hardy’s 

home owned by the national trust, and was archivist pro tem for the Hardy society. she has authored 

numerous articles and given presentations at conferences in the U.s. and Great Britain on nineteenth-

century authors.

once again living in normal, Mink actively volunteers with the IsU alumni association, the Heart-

land theater, the board of Beyond normal Films, and the thomas Hardy association Bibliographical 

Checklist. she is enjoying retirement, as it provides the opportunity to become familiar with even 

more authors—and especially the work of fellow Illinois state graduates. she reviews books by alumni 

and presents summaries in the Reggie Reads column, which is now an additional online feature of 

each issue of Illinois State. 

alumni who have had a book released by a publishing house within the past decade are encour-

aged to send their work to the Illinois state editor for possible inclusion in this column. an auto-

graphed copy is especially appreciated. once reviewed each book will be added to a collection of work 

by other alums on display in the alumni Center. 

Having coedited several books herself, Mink appreciates the effort involved as a writer and edi-

tor. she is proud to be involved in acknowledging the work of Redbirds who are successful authors.

ResoURCe:

Reggie Reads book column

ContaCt:

Susan Blystone 
Illinois State editor 
Illinois State Alumni Center 
1101 N. Main Street 
Normal, IL 61790

(309) 438-2667 
sjblyst@IllinoisState.edu

WeBsIte:

www.Alumni.ilstu.edu/reads

q u I c k  r e f e r e n c e



A new magazine
for a new year.
Watch your mailboxes in February 2011  
for the all new Illinois State, recreated  
and redesigned just for you. 

Alumnus remembers caring Illinois State couple

Gary and Judy Fish exemplify why Illinois State can claim to be a place where faculty and staff 

care about students. Their kindness to Bill McMichael empowered him to finish his business 

administration degree in 1980. Personal interaction with students is what made an Illinois State career so meaningful for the couple. 

Gary is a CPA who joined the accounting faculty in 1966. “I chose Illinois State because it was a great place of 

opportunity,” he said, recalling how he helped build the curriculum and hire additional faculty. He even secured the 

department’s first gift while teaching undergraduate and graduate classes. 

Judy taught at the junior high level before joining the University’s Academic Advisement Center in 1974. Both created a 

strong bond with their students up to the time of retirement, which was in 1996 for Judy and 1997 for Gary. 

They continue to participate in campus activities, with Gary still involved in professional affiliations. The volunteer 

work allows for much travel. They also treasure time with family, which includes sons Terry, Rob, and Mike, as well as five 

grandchildren. Volunteer and church outreach is also an important part of their lives, as Gary and Judy continue to make it 

their mission to care for others.

Gary and Judy Fish, 1908 Oakwood Avenue, Bloomington, IL 61704  
garyfish@ilstu.edu or judyfish@comcast.net

Editor’s note:  Are there former mentors you would like to connect with again? Illinois State  

staff will find them and share their updates in a future issue, including contact information.  

Send the names to Susan Blystone at sjblyst@IllinoisState.edu, call (309) 438-2667, or mail  

to 1101 N. Main Street, Normal, IL 61790. 
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Where are they now?

WeB eXTrA
Read more online about the years  

Gary and Judy dedicated to IsU  

students, including the details of how  

they helped Bill McMichael. Go to  

www.Illinoisstate.edu/alumni-magazine. 
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by Crystal Person-Tillman ’07 

Joshua Daniel Phillips ’02 had no idea his life’s work would turn out to be raising awareness for sexual violence. 

a state champion wrestler at one of Illinois state’s laboratory schools, University High school, he went 

on to Central Michigan University. there he joined a peer advocacy group that operated a 24-hour rape 

counseling line. 

“at first I didn’t know this issue was so prevalent,” Phillips said. “But after 

hearing so many people’s stories, I couldn’t help but stay involved.”

 and he did, as an undergraduate and graduate student. each fall he com-

pleted 60 hours of training and talked about sexual violence with students, orga-

nizations, and colleges as far away as Boston.

after graduating in 2006 with bachelor’s degrees in broadcasting and the 

cinematic arts and world religion, Phillips worked in homeless shelters and after-

school programs with Mission Year in Camden, new Jersey. He returned to Central 

Michigan and began his master’s in communication, continuing his peer advocacy 

group work.

to raise awareness, he and a group of peers decided to walk the east Coast. 

they started the 1,800-mile journey from Miami to Boston in May of 2008 and crossed into Boston in July.

 “We met a lot of survivors and heard a lot of stories,” he said. “out of the 85 days, we only pitched our 

tent five times. on most nights people either took us in or paid for a hotel room.”

When they reached Connecticut, they were invited to stay with sen. Chris Dodd and his family. the sena-

tor gave them a free night’s stay at a Boston hotel, complete with massages and fine dining.

after completing his master’s degree a semester later, Phillips found 

himself unemployed for six months. He decided to write about the stories he’d 

heard, unintentionally ending up with a book that reinforces the reality that 

“sexual violence is not just a college issue, it’s a social issue. People don’t seem 

to know about it.”

the message he hopes readers take away is that you don’t have to walk 

the east Coast to make a difference, just look around your community and 

get involved. 

class Notes 
U-High alum dedicates himself
 to the cause of sexual violence  

WeB eXTrA
Go online at www.Illinoisstate.edu/alumni-magazine to the 

Reggie Reads column for a review of Phillips’ book titled 

1,800 Miles: Striving to End Sexual Violence One Step at a Time.
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Share your good news 
alumni are encouraged to share news on job changes, 

promotions, special honors, retirements, marriages, births, 

and adoptions. Information will be published in the earliest 

possible issue, based on the order information is received 

and as space permits. Information submitted more than 

one year following the event will not be published. engage-

ments and pregnancies will not be published.

there are three easy ways to submit your informa-

tion: 1) Go online to www.alumni.ilstu.edu/update; 2) 

e-mail your news to sjblyst@Illinoisstate.edu or 3) Mail 

your news to Class notes, Illinois state University, alumni 

Relations, Campus Box 3100, normal, Il 61790-3100. 

Please include your graduation year, major, name at 

graduation and any name change, and daytime phone 

number for verification purposes. Information from pub-

lished news clippings may also be used.

For additional information, contact alumni Relations 

at (309) 438-2586 or (800) 366-4478, or by e-mail at 

alumni@Illinoisstate.edu.
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Alumninews

there were many events during the summer that gave alumni an opportunity to reconnect. 

In June members of the Chicago Young alumni network enjoyed a beer tasting event. among 

those who attended were Molly arbogast ’07 and eric ellison. 



Pause for applause
Teaching a world apart 
Kevin Suess ’99, ’01, is among 
the nation’s best high school 
history and geography instruc-

tors. He was one of 
six teachers across the 
U.S. awarded a 2010 
Grosvenor Teacher 
Fellowship. Offered 
through Lindblad 
Expeditions and the 
National Geographic 
Society, the program 
welcomed teachers 

aboard the National Geographic 
Explorer to survey the Arctic 
Circle during the summer. The 
experience empowered Suess to 
further enrich his classroom. He 
will incorporate his photos of 
glaciers, polar bears, and blue 
whales into a Google project for 
his students. He is developing 
a videoconference to link his 
Normal Community High School 
classes with students in Nunavut.

Mastering the abstract
Abstractionist painter Debo-
rah (Muirhead) Dancy, M.S. 
’76, M.F.A. ’79, has had solo 
exhibitions across the country, 
with her work in the perma-

nent collections of 
The Bellagio Hotel 
in Las Vegas; Detroit 
Institute of Arts; The 
Baltimore Museum of 
Art; and the Vanderbilt 
Museum of Art. The 
Guggenheim Founda-
tion Fellowship award-

winning artist has been covered 
by The New York Times and The 
Boston Globe. Dancy’s newest 
work investigates the liminal 
world of space and place where-
in forms collide and transformed 
fragments merge, becoming new 
elements. Her paintings are on 
display through December 18 
at the G.R. N’Namdi Gallery in 
Chicago.

Basking in rebounds
College of Business alumnus 
Glenn Hudson ’77 can take par-
tial credit for helping to improve 
the talent of 
future NBA stars. 
The certified 
public accountant 
from Florida 
has invented the 
SKLZ Rapid Fire. 
The 14-foot net 
clips onto the 
bottom of a back-
board and returns the ball to 
the player after every shot. The 
net can stretch to 13 feet wide, 
allowing the player to stay in 
the rhythm of shooting instead 
of chasing the ball. The inven-
tion was initially produced and 
shipped worldwide from Hud-
son’s home. It is now available 
in retail sporting goods stores 
nationwide and online.

Keeping a Latin beat
Manny Cepeda ’70 is an inter-
national Latin music expert. 
He took to the stage at age 7, 
performing in a Salsa Band tele-
vised in his 
native land 
of Puerto 
Rico. After 
completing 
his music 
education 
major, 
Cepeda 
joined 
the U.S. Navy music program. 
He traveled around the world 
during his three decades with 
the service, and led the famous 
Navy Steel Band. Now leader, 
vocalist, and composer for the 
band Ritmo Caribe, Cepeda lives 
and performs in California. He 
teaches at Grossmont College, 
has released CDs, and is making 
headlines, as his work has been 
showcased in the International 
Musician. 

WeB eXTrA
Check out a column dedicated to book reviews of work by alums.

Go online to www.Illinoisstate.edu/alumni-magazine and click  

on Reggie Reads.
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by Cassie Monroe

What was it like to attend Illinois state University more than 80 years ago? the shurr family answers the question 

by asking their mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother lucille—who reached the century mark in september.

lucille elizabeth (speers) shurr, born and raised in odell, graduated in 1930 with a two-year degree in elementa-

ry education. she immediately began teaching all eight grade levels in a one-room schoolhouse in the amish town of 

Cropsey. after a year she moved back to odell to teach all eight grades at the school she had attended in her youth. In 

1935 she began working at Pontiac Central Grade 

school (PCGs), where she retired as a third grade 

teacher in 1970 after 35 years of service.

“one grade is certainly easier to teach than 

the whole eight grades,” lucille said. “of course 

then they didn’t limit how many students you 

could have, so sometimes I would have 30 students 

in one grade.”

after moving to Pontiac, lucille met Charles 

“Red” shurr. they were married in 1941 and had 

twin sons, David and Donald shurr. David followed 

in his mother’s footsteps and enrolled at Illinois 

state as a freshman in 1964. 

“Both of my parents knew that for our gen-

eration college was going to open doors. they didn’t know which door it was going to open, but they knew it would 

open more doors,” David said. 

While at the University, David met Barbara (Karstedt) shurr. they married in 1968, the same year David received 

his bachelor’s degree in business administration education. He received his master’s degree in economics in 1970. 

Barbara completed her degree in 1969, becoming the first woman to graduate from the economics Department.

Yet another graduate from the University was lucille’s older sister, Grace (speers) Jones, who received her teach-

ing certificate in 1931 and her bachelor’s degree from Illinois state in 1935. Grace’s grandson, David Barker, teaches 

in the University’s Mathematics Department. 

lucille celebrated her 100th birthday at oaknoll Retirement Residence in Iowa City, Iowa, where she moved in 

1996 to be closer to her son Donald. the family event gave lucille a chance to reflect on so many wonderful memo-

ries, including her start at Illinois state decades ago.

An Illinois State legacy

Alumninews

WeB eXTrA
lucille shurr has a vivid recollection of her teaching adventures,  

including the days spent in a one-room schoolhouse. Read more of her 

story online by going to www.Illinoisstate.edu/alumni-magazine. 

an Illinois state connection goes back eight decades for the family of lucille  

elizabeth (speers) shurr, who graduated in 1930. she celebrated her 100th  

birthday in september with relatives, including son David shurr ’68, M.s. ’70; 

and his wife, Barbara (Karstedt) ’69. 



35IllInoIs state     FALL / 2010

Alumni events
Illinois state offers alumni events on campus and  

across the country. these events are now posted online  

at www.alumni.ilstu.edu/events. Detailed information 

for all university events can be found on the University 

Calendar at www.Calendar.ilstu.edu. 
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Alumninews

Business connections create vital partnerships that enrich Illinois state’s programs and benefit 

students as they enter the workplace. Corporate alumni receptions are held frequently, includ-

ing one earlier this year at afni, Inc. President al Bowman and afni President and Chief operat-

ing officer Ron Greene attended the event. 
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Support our troops
Industrial technology graduate Aaron 

Proctor ’97 is on active duty, serving 

in operation Iraqi Freedom. a spe-

cialist with the army Reserves, he is 

assigned to a corps of engineers unit 

and works on a survey team that is 

planning a variety of infrastructure 

improvements. He is pictured at the 

saddam Hussein palace complex outside of Baghdad. the mural 

of Hussein is one of only two that still exist in Iraq. When Proctor 

completes his deployment he will return to his work as a CaD 

designer in the global accessories department of Kohler Com-

pany. He resides in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

thank you to troops serving in support of operation enduring 

Freedom and operation Iraqi Freedom. names will be published 

as they are received. submit information to susan Blystone at 

sjblyst@Illinoisstate.edu or by mail to Illinois state University, 

Campus Box 3420, normal, Il 61790.

Maj. R. e. layman III, M.D., ’97 

U.s. army, 915th Forward surgical team
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When Jack Powell sr. ’52 entered the now demolished old Main for his english class in november of 1949, something other 

than the syllabus captured his attention. He noticed Wanda Rae Bryant ’55, who was a switchboard operator making 50 

cents an hour. 

“He wrote me a note saying, ‘I was going to go home this weekend, but if you go 

with me to the dance I’ll stay,’” Wanda said. “of course I said yes, and we had a great 

time at the sock hop.”

Dating led to an engagement on new Year’s eve. that winter classes were can-

celled for a week because there was not enough coal to heat the University. the two 

used the time to marry. a few months later the army began drafting men to fight the 

Korean War. Jack had served during World War II, but was still eligible for the draft.

“If we had waited until June like we originally wanted to for the wedding, 

chances are I would have been drafted,” Jack said. “since I was recently married I was 

pushed to the end of the list.”

a teacher shortage in the 1950s gave education majors with more than 60 

credit hours the opportunity to start teaching. Wanda left to lead a third grade class 

in leRoy. Jack graduated in 1952 with a science and agriculture degree. He moved 

to Kansas to work for Metropolitan Farm Mortgage, and traveled the Midwest doing 

appraisals.

In 1953 Wanda gave birth to their first of five children, Diana, and returned to 

campus to finish her degree. With Jack on the move, Wanda brought 

Diana with her to the Home Management House, now known as Rambo 

House. they were the first mother-daughter pair in residence. Wanda 

graduated in 1955 with a home economics degree.

she and Jack became lifelong teachers, travelling for work to several 

different states. Jack had famous television personalities John Ritter and 

Jaclyn smith as students, while Wanda taught nBa superstar Vince Carter.

the two retirees enjoy their 16 grandchildren and six great-grand-

children. they are thankful for the opportunities they received at Illinois 

state and do their best to stay involved, making it to the occasional play or 

basketball game. 

the couple recently celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary and enjoyed meeting with friends they hadn’t seen in 

years. Both remain grateful Jack couldn’t keep his mind focused on that english class.

How we met— 
Illinois State university connections
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IsU’s graduation day remains a fond memory for the Powell fam-

ily. Jack posed after his commencement in 1952 with his wife, 

Wanda, who graduated three years later. the two shared teach-

ing careers and now enjoy their extended family.



by Michael Boyd

“sports can be a game of inches.” 

although true with many sports, this adage does not do justice to the Illinois state University air Rifle team and 

their sport of competitive target shooting. truly a game of millimeters, target shooting has quickly evolved into both 

a competitive sport and global pastime.

the team, comprised of the University’s four top shooters, took third place at the nRa national Intercollegiate 

Rifle Club Championships at Purdue University in april. More 

than 280 collegiate teams attempt to qualify for this event every 

year, with only the top 10 sectional qualifiers invited.

“We normally enter around 11 tournaments and try to 

qualify for the national championship every year,” said Joe 

Miller, head coach.

each shooter takes 60 shots at a target 10 meters away 

using an air rifle capable of firing pellets more than 680 feet per 

second. twenty shots are from a standing position, 20 from a 

kneeling position, and the last 20 are from a prone position. 

the round targets have 10 rings inside, and the score increases 

closer to the center. a perfect score of 10 is the size of a pin head.

narrowly edging out Illinois state (2,176 points) was second place Clemson University (2,177 points) and first 

place University of Michigan (2,186 points).

“You can really see how close we were to a national championship,” Miller said. “after four shooters, Clemson 

beat us by one point. that is just one little ring on the target.”

although only four shooters participated in the championship, the team averages more than 25 members a 

year. six members of last year’s team weren’t students and participated simply for enjoyment.

“anyone in town can join the team. We’ve had kids as young as seven or eight and adults in their 60s,” Miller 

said. “It costs $20 a semester and we have all the equipment you need. the money buys the pellets and targets we 

use all semester.”

Many students join the team as a hobby, and after a couple years of practice start to shoot competitively. once 

you start shooting seriously, it’s hard to stop, the coach said.

“It’s easy to shoot one 10. We can have you doing that in three weeks,” Miller said. His goal is to have team 

members shoot the perfect score of 10 for 10 consecutive hits. “that’s the difference.”
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Air rifle team 
       shoots past competition

Alumninews



43IllInoIs state     FALL / 2010

the cost of publishing and mailing Illinois 

State, the alumni magazine, continues 

to increase. Your tax-deductible gift of 

$25 helps defray mounting costs during 

increasingly difficult budget times. 

Contributions are appreciated and may 

be sent to the Illinois state University 

Foundation, Campus Box 8000, normal, 

Illinois, 61790-8000. You can also make 

your gift of support to the magazine online at  

www.alumni.ilstu.edu/magazinegift.

Support your magazine
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Nursing alumna Janessa (Stimpert) Jenkins ’06 excels in caring for infants in crisis.  
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Name (including maiden) Graduation year(s)

Major(s) Degree(s)

Mailing address

City State Zip

Home phone Cell phone E-mail address

Professional title or position Employer

Employer address

City State Zip

Work phone Work e-mail address

Marital status Spouse’s/partner’s name (including maiden if Illinois State graduate)

Spouse’s/partner’s graduation year (if Illinois State graduate)

Spouse’s/partner’s professional title or position Spouse’s/partner’s employer

City State Zip

Spouse’s/partner’s work phone

In addition to above, please list any career changes, awards, honors, marriages, births, or memorial information 
that you would like reported in Illinois State. Please report only events that have occurred. Announcements will 
appear as soon as possible.

Signature (required)

Return to: Illinois State University, Alumni Relations
Campus Box 3100, Normal, IL 61790-3100
Facsimile: (309) 438-2858 • E-mail: alumni@IllinoisState.edu

Online update form: www.Alumni.ilstu.edu/myinfo

The class notes section of the alumni magazine is one of the best ways to stay connected 
with collegiate friends. Don’t miss the opportunity to be included! Use this form to let 
fellow graduates know your personal and professional news.  

Alumni Update 

(                    ) (                    )

(                    )



The Alumni Association Scholarship was cre-
ated to assist students who exhibit outstanding 
academic achievement and leadership, and who 
demonstrate a financial need. For the first recipi-
ent of the scholarship, Philip Carter, receiving the 
scholarship opened a world of opportunity.

Carter, a music education major from Col-
linsville, began his freshman year at Illinois State 
this fall. Though he was exposed to many different 
campuses while performing with the Collinsville 
High School band, the decision to attend ISU 
came easily after receiving an endorsement from 
his band director, who is an alumnus of the Uni-
versity.

“The more I came to know the campus and 
learn about my major program, the more I knew 
that ISU was the right fit for me.”

Once Carter made his decision, the search for 
financial assistance began.

“My math teacher told me to look into the 
Alumni Association Scholarship. I found the 
scholarship and got my letters of recommenda-
tion and essays ready right away and sent them 
off,” Carter said. 

“Receiving it means a lot to me. I worked hard 
in high school not only academically, but to be 
involved with organizations and be a big part of 
them. I put my whole self into them. This is a big 
payoff for those efforts.”

A seasoned trumpet player, Carter is studying 
music education so that he can spread his love for 
music the way his teachers did.

“I started playing trumpet in fifth grade. I 
looked up to my middle school band director and 
wanted to be like him. That’s where my passion 
for music education comes from,” Carter said.

And he has wasted no time in pursuing his 
ambitions. Carter quickly made friends with other 
music education majors and even another trum-
pet player during Preview, which further sparked 
enthusiasm for his collegiate years.

“I’m looking to become a part of the Big Red 
Marching Machine and also a student leader,” 
Carter said. “I was active on student council and 
other organizations in high school, so it’s some-
thing I’d like to pursue at the university level.”

Illinois State recruits and retains outstanding 

students with the help of donors. Join fellow 

Redbirds in supporting the Alumni Associa-

tion Scholarship. With your gift we can build 

a $1 million endowment so that multiple 

renewable scholarships can be awarded  

annually to Illinois State students. You can 

make a difference in providing financial  

support to deserving students such as Philip. 

Return the envelope enclosed in this issue  

of Illinois State, or contribute online at  

www.Advancement.ilstu.edu/support.  

Contact Alumni Relations Executive Director 

Stephanie Epp at (309) 438-2586 or by e-mail 

at saepp@IllinoisState.edu. Every gift matters!

Alumni Association  
awards first scholarship

WEB EXTRA
Learn more about the 

Alumni Association 

Scholarship by viewing 

a video online at www.

IllinoisState.edu/alumni-

magazine.



Donor and Information Services
Campus Box 8000
Normal, IL 61790-8000

Winter route
With the seasons changing and 

snow about to fall once again, 

many Redbirds will travel to a 

warmer winter home. Don’t 

walk away from your Illinois 

State connection! Go online to 

www.Alumni.ilstu.edu/update 

or call (309) 438-2586 to pro-

vide your temporary address. 

LookThe Last
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